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Classical wedding ceremony music 

 

As the guests arrive 

These pieces are to entertain your friends and family as they gather in the church or ceremony 
hall, so here's a selection of calm, solemn melodies 

 Air on the G string, Bach 

 Prélude n.2, Prélude n. 3, Sarabande 3, from Cello Suites, Bach 

 *Sheep may safely graze, Bach 
 *Choral “Jesu, joy of Man's desiring” BWV 147, Bach 

 Largo, from Xerse, Handel 

 Largo, from Viola concerto, Telemann 

 The swan, from The Carnival of animals, Saint-Saens 

The Bridal procession 

 Wedding March (Here comes the Bride), Wagner or 

 Bridal March, Mendelssohn 

 *Choral “Jesu, joy of Man's desiring” BWV 147, Bach or 

 *Te Deum, Charpentier 
 The arrival of the Queen of Sheba, Handel 

Signing of the Register/Communion 

 Canon, Pachelbel or 

 Adagio from the Winter, Vivaldi or 
 Air on the G string, Bach or 

 *Ave Maria, Schubert or 

 *Amazing grace 

 *Panis angelicus, Franck 
 Méditation from Thais, Massenet 

 Handel, Largo, from Xerse 

 Till there was you 

 Flower duet, from Lakmé, Délibes 

Recession 

 *Choral “Jesu, joy of Man's desiring” BWV 147, Bach or 

 Bridal March, Mendelssohn or 

 Prelude in C, Bach 

 Presto (viola concerto), Telemann 
 Gigue 3 

 Fanny Power 

(* not allowed at civil ceremonies) 

Wedding music ideas for reception 

For your wedding reception the choice of music is much broader and freer. Have a look and 

see how this ideas for music entertainment could fit your special event too, from famous 

classical music to folk. Watch this video or click on the names to listen to a sample. 
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Classical Music 

 Bach, Air on the G string, Cello Suites n.1 & 3 (Prélude n.1, Allemande 1, Courante 1, 

Sarabande 1, Menuet 1, Gigue 1; Prélude 3, Allemande 3, Courante 3, Sarabande 3, 

Bourrée 3, Gigue 3), Choral “Jesu, joy of Man's desiring”, BWV147 
 Bernstein, Maria from West Side Story 

 Handel, Largo, from Xerse 

 Mascagni, Intermezzo from “Cavalleria rusticana” 

 Massenet, Méditation from "Thais" 
 Mozart, “Voi che sapete” from Marriage of Figaro, “Là ci darem la mano” from Don 

Giovanni 

 Pachelbel, Canon 

 Paganini, Adagio cantabile 

 Puccini, “E lucean le stelle” from Tosca, “Ch’ella mi creda” from The girl from the 
west; “O mio babbino caro” from Gianni Schicchi 

 Schubert, Ave Maria 

 Stamitz, Viola Concerto 

 Telemann, Viola Concerto (Largo, Allegro, Andante, Presto) 
 Vivaldi, Allegro from the Spring, Adagio from the Winter, Allegro from the Autumn 

and always new music added to the list... 

Folk music 

To add variety, you can mix different genres and styles of music. Here is a list of folk music I 

play: English, Scottish, Irish, American, songs and dances (waltzes, jigs, etc.), including some 
of the most famous ones. 

Amazing Grace, The greenwood tree, The south wind, Fanny Power, Michael Turner’s waltz, 

Iron legs, Sportsman’s hornpipe, The road to Lisdoonvarna, Greensleeves, Ye banks and braes, 

Skye boat song, My Bonnie, My love is like a red, red rose, Ashokan farewell, Inneshere, O 
Danny boy, Carrickfergus, Philadelphia soldier's joy, Bonaparte’s retreat, Miss Rowan Davies, 

Dark island, Sally Gardens, The land of my fathers (Welsh National anthem). 

.............................................. 

And for Asian, Indian weddings: Example of Bollywood music for civil wedding 
ceremony and reception music (more songs on www.monicacuneo.com/bollywood) 

The Bridal procession 

 Mohabbatein violin tune 

 or Guzarish (Ghajini) 

Signing of the Register 

 Chura Liya Hai Tum Ne Jo Dil Ko - Yadon Ki Baraat 

Recession 

 Tere Ore Singh is King 

 or Guzarish (Ghajini) 

http://www.monicacuneo.com/bollywood

